Access to Allied Psychological Services Projects

Additional Support for Patients at Risk of Suicide and Self Harm

Implementation of Demonstration Sites

CIRCULAR No. 4 

10 July 2008

As outlined in the ATAPS circular No.3 of 18 April 2008, additional funding is being provided to Divisions of General Practice in 2008-09 to establish and operate demonstration sites to support GPs with patients at risk of suicide or self harm.

The Department of Health and Ageing, following consultations with the state and territory mental health directors, has agreed to fund 20 suicide prevention projects covering 21 Divisions of General Practice.  A list of the agreed demonstration sites is attached.

The high level of interest and enthusiasm generated by Divisions of General Practice in response to the announcement of this initiative correlates with the broader perception that there is currently an unmet demand in supporting GPs with patients at risk of suicide or self harm.  Indeed, the total number of expressions of interest has exceeded the available ATAPS funding and the effort and time taken by those Divisions who provided an expression of interest is acknowledged and appreciated.

Before the demonstration sites can become operational there are practical arrangements that need to be put in place and the Department is working with the relevant providers to expedite these arrangements.

Training

The most fundamental step is training for allied health professionals and the Australian Psychological Society has been contracted to develop and implement an appropriate training module to complement this suicide prevention initiative.  The training module is expected to be available in September.  Training will be delivered through the APS and the APS will be contacting Divisions directly.

Evaluation

The Department has also contracted the University of Melbourne to expand the current evaluation and data collection functions to include the suicide prevention demonstration sites.  Further advice in respect of the training, data and evaluation resources will be provided as soon as it is available.
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Additional Support for GPs with Patients at Risk of Suicide or Self Harm Demonstration Projects

New South Wales

NSW Central West Division of General Practice

Hunter Urban Division of General Practice

Central Coast Division of General Practice (NSW)

Central Sydney GP Network

Victoria

Dandenong Casey General Practice Association

Peninsula GP Network

Otway Division of General Practice

Central West Gippsland Division of General Practice

Queensland

General Practice Logan Area Network

Gold Coast Division of General Practice

Sunshine Coast Division of General Practice

RHealth

South Australia

Adelaide Northern Division of General Practice

Adelaide Hills Division of General Practice

Flinders and Far North Division of General Practice/Mid North Division of Rural Medicine

Western Australia

Canning Division of General Practice

Rockingham Kwinana Division of General Practice

Northern Territory

General Practice Network NT

Tasmania

General Practice South

General Practice North

