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Demonstration sites will be implemented to better support GPs to manage existing patients who have presented following self harm or a suicide attempt through improved referral pathways to specialised allied psychological services.  
Suicide continues to be a major public health issue.  There were 1,799 deaths by suicide recorded in Australia for 2006. The human and economic costs of suicide and self-harming behaviour are substantial. In any year more than 25,000 people are admitted to hospitals in Australia as a result of self-harm.

GPs often deal with patients who have had suicidal thoughts or have presented after a suicide or self-harm attempt.  To better support GPs in the management of this group, a project under the ATAPS program will be undertaken to facilitate priority access to referral pathways to ATAPS services for this group of people.   

The project will provide funding to a number of demonstration sites around Australia.  Divisions of General Practice in these demonstration sites will receive funding to engage allied health providers who will receive additional specialised training in providing clinical care to people who have attempted suicide and self-harm.

People who have attempted suicide are particularly at-risk of further attempts or a completed suicide. Importantly, this project will not increase the number of high risk patients managed by GPs but will assist them to better support their existing patients.
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