Data Logging Consent Form
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Data loggers are small, electronic devices that measure fridge temperatures and keep a record of the results over a period of time.  <Division name> provides a data logging services to assist with achieving best practice vaccine management for general practice.  Vaccines must be stored within the NHMRC recommended temperature range of +2°C to + 8°C to ensure they are viable for use.  Temperature deviations outside this range (known as a cold chain breach) cause permanent damage to vaccines.  Cold chain breaches frequently result in vaccine wastage and possible recall of patients for revaccination. 

<DIVISION NAME> DATA LOGGING PROCEDURE 

1 <Division name> uses < Brand Name & Model Number> data logger.  The division’s data loggers are tested <frequency> for accuracy and effectiveness.  The last test date was <dd/mm/yyyy>. 

2 A division staff member will visit your practice and place a data logger in the vaccine fridge for 5 to 7 days.  The data logger will record the date, time and temperature of the fridge in timed increments.  This allows the identification of temperature deviations if they occur and for how long they occurred.  The data logger will be placed as close as possible to thermometer probe and should not be moved. 

3 At the completion of the data logging period, the <division name> staff will remove the data logger and download the results to a computer. The will then provide a report containing the results and any recommendations for change to your current fridge maintenance procedure. 

4 If the results show a deviation from the recommended +2°C to + 8°C the <division name> will recommend you contact Queensland Health Immunisation Program on (07) 3234 1500 to report a cold chain breach.  Queensland Health will provide advice on any action required.  Depending on the severity of the breach, action may include temporary suspension of vaccine supply, discarding of vaccines, change to expiry dates of vaccines or recall of patients for re-vaccination.  Your local Population Health Unit and <division name> can provide assistance with education or information about best practice vaccine management.  
5 The division does not report cold chain breaches nor will it provide data logging reports to any third parties without the prior consent of the practice. 

PRACTICE RESPONSIBILITIES 

In order for data logging results to be accurate and meaningful practices should undertake the following: 

· Take all necessary precautions to ensure data logger remains in the same position in the fridge and if positioned as such, remains attached to the thermometer probe. 

· Continue monitoring and recording of daily minimum/maximum fridge temperatures.
· If a cold chain breach is detected, the practice is responsible for reporting this to the local PHU.
· Record all actions taken as a result of the data logging and set up an appropriate document storage system so that reports can be stored and accessed as required.
· Notify practice staff that data logging is occurring at the practice and their responsibilities during this time.
CONSENT 

I have read and understood the data logging procedure of <insert division name> and understand the practice responsibilities during the process.  I hereby give consent for <insert division name> to undertake data logging services as outlined above at _____________________________________ 
on ________________________




(practice name)
Name:______________________________________Position:__________________________________________
Signature:___________________________________Date:_____________________________________________
Send report to:
GP
(
Practice Nurse
(

Practice Manager
(
Insert Division


logo here
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